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Curiosity in an eggshell.
From the Director, Pamela Meyer
Albert Einstein said it. Renowned biologist and author, Rachel Carson, talked about it
passionately and poetically. And recently I listened to world famous paleontologist Jack
Horner speak of it. What is “it”? Curiosity, that’s it. But, more specifically, the important role
of curiosity in one’s own education and well being.
Here you have but a few examples of some of the world’s best thinkers. Thinkers who were
driven by their curiosity and were cognizant of its importance. People, who because of their
ability to truly think, to look, to raise questions, the world has benefitted greatly.
“The important thing is to not stop questioning.
Curiosity has its own reason for existence.
― Albert Einstein

From the Friends of Quarry Hill Nature Center

FIELD NOTES

"Old Man's Advice to Youth: 'Never Lose a Holy Curiosity.”
LIFE Magazine (2 May 1955)

Jack Horner, so curious, so observant, that he got down on his hands and knees to look for
the “smalls” in the realm of typically giant dinosaur fossils was rewarded with discovering the
very first dinosaur eggs in the western hemisphere. And yet still curiously driven about what
lies inside an egg, did what many considered unthinkable, he broke it open. His reward was
discovering the very first dinosaur embryo. If you do not know Jack Horner’s story of
overcoming extreme dyslexia to become the go-to dinosaur guy, you should read it. It’s quite
inspirational and filled with life lessons.
Dr. Horner addressed a huge crowd at his recent talk in Rochester to deliver this: put down
your phone, put down your book and look, truly think, and be present in the world around
you. Be curious. I could not agree more.
“The future belongs to the curious.
The ones who are not afraid to try it, explore it, poke at it, question it
and turn it inside out.”
- Author unknown
If the future belongs to the curious, then as educators we must strive to foster this within
every child and endeavor to keep this active within in each of us. At Quarry Hill, it is our
mission is “to open eyes and minds through natural science discovery.” For us, experience is
central in sparking curiosity. Immerse yourself in the present.
Curiosity has certainly impacted our past; let it continue to drive our future.
Support Quarry Hill in its mission, resources and impact. Together we will spark curiosity and
fuel a lifetime of discovery.
Our yearly campaign and
membership renewal has
begun. Details about how to
contribute can be found on
page 2.

Right: Lori, Joe and Pam with
Dr. Jack Horner at his recent
engagement for the Reading
Center in Rochester.

Invest in Quarry Hill - Become a Member
Member Benefits
Your support helps:
 keep the Nature Center open year round with free admission
 care for the live animals
 keep programs accessible and fees affordable
 maintain the park, trails, pond and historic structures
Donations—Financial gifts are tax deductible and go a long way in helping
us carry out our mission. Donations can be made in several ways:
 Give online through the Give MN link on our website. By giving online,
the cost and time to process your gift is reduced and your donation can
quickly go to work.
 Become a sustaining donor.
Online you have the option to set-up
monthly giving. By giving throughout the year you provide steady, reliable
support for Quarry Hill.
 Soon, you will receive a request to contribute to our annual fund by US
mail. Please respond using the donation envelope enclosed in that mailing.
Memberships—Besides the good-natured feeling that comes along with
knowing you are supporting a great cause, all donations of $60 or more receive
member benefits for the 2016 calendar year.
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Free admission to Sunday
Programs, weekly at 1:30 pm
Priority enrollment and
discounts on all summer
nature camps
Discounted birthday parties
for kids ages 4 +
Discounted fees on
naturalist programs and events
such as Full Moon Hikes, Nature
Toddlers, Candlelight Skiing
and more.
Discounted cross-country ski
and snowshoe rental
Field Notes—quarterly nature
notes and program details
delivered to your mailbox

Stan the Trex returns and he’s bringing friends!
The iconic STAN the Tyrannosaurus rex, a
carnivorous theropod who ruled the late
Cretaceous over 65 million years ago first made
his “modern-day” appearance at Quarry Hill
Nature Center in the spring of 2006. STAN
returns to the Nature Center next March marking the ten year anniversary of the first ever f
ossil exhibit held at the Quarry Hill. This time,
STAN is bringing friends! Meet his theropod,
beast-footed buddies including an Allosaurus, a
Gorgosaurus and Tarbosaurus.
“Tyrant, alarming and dreadful lizard,” these
‘bad to the bone’ dinosaurs live up to their
names and will command your full attention
when you come face to face with them in our
exhibit hall.
The first large scale fossil exhibit at the nature
center drew crowds in excess of 18,000 in one
month’s time. This exhibit launched Quarry Hill
into what has become a highly anticipated series
of biyearly fossil exhibits including
Creatures of the Deep, Ice Age 2010, Twilight
of the Triceratops and Hatching the Past. The
exhibits which are centered on providing
unique, educational and engaging experiences
embody the nature center’s mission of “opening
eyes and minds through natural
science discovery”.
We extend our sincere thanks to
Think Mutual Bank for their
sponsorship enabling us to continue the
tradition of bringing unique, science
based experiences to the community.

Allosaurus, older than Stan by almost 100 million years.

Gorgosaurus, Stan’s cousin
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Upcoming Programs & Events
Preschool Nature Classes
Nature Toddlers (Age 2-3)
Observe, listen, and feel … toddlers are natural explorers.
Join us monthly for a nature-themed class and some special
one on one time with your 2-3 year old. Class includes
story, art and outdoor adventures.
Saturday or Wednesday at 10:00 am
2015 Dec 5 & 9
Winter Trees
2016 Jan 2 & 6
Birds at the Feeder
Feb 6 & 10 Deer in the Woods
Nature Nuts (Age 2-5)
Children are born naturalists, constantly exploring the
environment around them with all their senses. Join us
monthly throughout the school year for a nature
adventure that nurtures that natural curiosity. Each month
we explore a new nature-theme; class includes story, art and
outdoor explorations. Enjoy one-on-one time with that
special 2-5 year old in your life. Register for one class or the
whole series!
Classes meet Saturday’s at 10:00 am
2015 Nov 21
Animals & Winter Clothes
Dec 19
Winter Trees
2016 Jan 16
Birds at the Feeder
Feb 20
Deer in the Woods
Fee per class: $8 per adult/child pair, $6.50/members
Pre-register for classes by calling 328-3950.

Birthday Parties!
Host a nature—themed birthday party at Quarry Hill
Nature Center for your child ages 4+. Parties include use
of our party room, our Exploration Hall and a 30 or 45
minute naturalist program.

New! Nature Kids (Ages 4-6)

Who's in the cave….Bats!
January 9, 10:30 am—12:00 pm
Shhh! Let’s find out which bats are snoozing away the winter
and why! Learn about what makes these bats so special and
then create a keepsake bat to take home with you. Don’t
forget your winter gear as we will hike 15 minutes to the
cave.
Track Time
February 13, 10:30 am—12:00 pm
Two feet, four feet - small feet, big feet. We all make tracks
in the snow! Bring your valentine, don some snowshoes, and
make some 'lovely' tracks of your own as you search for
animal signs. Warm up back inside while making a special
valentine craft.
Totally T-rex
March 22, 3:30—5:00 pm
Join Stan the Tyrannosaurus and his cousin Big Al the
Allosaurus at Quarry Hill to learn all about these big meat
eaters. Get a chance to see the actual sized dinosaurs during
our special exhibit. Then experience the work of a
paleontologist.
Fee per class: $15 per adult/child pair, $12/members
Pre-register for classes by calling 328-3950.

Kids Night with the Dinosaurs
Friday, March 11, 5:00-8:30 pm
Grades K—5th grade

Signature Quarry Hill birthday programs include:
Totally Turtles, Birds of Prey, Scaly Critters, Sensational
Snakes, Cave Hike and more.
See our website or contact us (328-3950) for details on
which programs your age child can choose from.

Join us for a kids-only night at Quarry Hill! Stan
the Tyrannosaurus Rex is back at Quarry Hill and
he is not alone. Come see what we squeezed into
our building. The night will include ‘dino’ themed
activities, pizza and screening of the movie Night
at the Museum, and of course time to explore the
new exhibit. You won’t want to miss out on this
special night! Don’t forget a pillow for movie time.

Party times available:
Saturday 9:30, 12:30 or 3:00
Sunday 12:15 or 3:00

Registration required.
Fee per child:
$30/child; $24 members

Cost:

$40 or $50 for members
$85 or $95 for non-members
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Upcoming Programs & Events
Nature Experiences for Adults
Learn to Snowshoe
January 16, 8:30—10:00 am
If you can walk, you can snowshoe! Snowshoeing can be a great winter
blues buster. Come learn a little snowshoe history and then strap on a
pair for some guided practice.
Equipment is provided. A
minimum snow base of 6 inches
is required. In the event of an
inadequate snow base, class will
be held and a gift certificate for
snowshoeing will be provided.
Registration is required,
call 328-3950.
Fee: $17/person, $13/member
Snowshoe at Root River
County Park
February 6, 9:00-11:00 am
Come embrace and enjoy winter
with other adults at Root River
County Park. We'll explore some
of the park's lovely trails on
snowshoes. Meet at Quarry Hill
Photo © Olive Juice Studios
to get outfitted. Cost includes
transportation aboard Quarry
Hill's coach bus and the use of snowshoes. All adults are welcome
regardless of experience! In the event of inadequate snow, a winter
naturalist hike will replace the snowshoe hike.
Registration required—call 328-3950.
Fee: $20.00/person $15.00/member
Introduction to Falconry
Saturday April 2, 1:30-3:00
Join licensed falconer Kirk Payne and Horus, an American kestrel, to
learn about the ancient sport of falconry. Minnesota raptors will also be
discussed as well as the basics of falconry.
Registration required.
Fee: $14/person, $11 /member

Valentine’s Candlelight
Ski & Snowshoe
February 12

7:00—10:00 pm
$20 person
$15 /members

Enjoy the sparkling winter
landscape on a candlelit trail. Bring
your sweetheart or come with friends
for an enjoyable evening in nature.
Warm up by the crackling fire where
champagne & sweets will be
served.
Registration required,
must be 21+ to register.
Call 328-3950.
Equipment is provided by Quarry Hill.
Alternate activities will be provided in the case
of poor snow/trail conditions.

Zumbro Valley Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count
December 19
Meet at 7:15 am in the West Silver Lake parking lot
Each year teams of interested birdwatchers search designated sections of
Rochester to see what birds can still be found in our area. After breaking
up into teams and searching designated areas, we'll take a break from
noon - 1:00 pm at Quarry Hill Nature Center for a quick lunch and tally.
More counting is done in the afternoon with a final tally held at 4:45 at
Quarry Hill. You’re invited to participate with one of our teams for part,
or all of the day’s count. Be prepared for the weather, bring your own
binoculars, lunch and beverages. For more information contact Clifford
Hanson at 507-281-0249 or email clhroch@yahoo.com

Juncos are abundant during the winter months.
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A warm welcome to Jeremy
Jeremy Hale,
Naturalist and Teacher

We asked Jeremy a few questions, here’s what he had to say:

I started my science career with my B.S. in biology at
Purdue University, focusing on ecology. At Frostburg State
University, I pursued a masters in animal behavior where I
traveled to Nicaragua for 10 months to study parental care
and reproductive success in a cichlid fish. For about 10
years I switched between scientific field
research on animal behavior and outdoor
education, traveling
extensively. I then joined a program called
Teach For America and taught 7th, 8th,
and 9th grade science to Native American
students on the Navajo reservation in New
Mexico for five years. I met Vanessa, my
wife, and she moved me back to Purdue
where I worked as an academic & career
advisor while she obtained a Ph.D in
ecology and a DVM from the Vet School.
Our next move was to Rochester, MN!

Favorite animal? I love the ocean, so my favorite animal is a
humpback whale!
Favorite Minnesota State Park?
Whitewater State Park. It is so beautiful in the fall and has
great trails to explore.
Favorite Nature Quote?
“Unless someone like you cares a whole
awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s
NOT!” ~ The Lorax
Random fact about yourself?
I have done animal behavior research in
Venezuela (birds), Nicaragua (cichlid fish),
California (sage grouse & ground squirrels). I have
traveled to China, Hong Kong, Paraguay, Costa
Rica, Brazil, Singapore, Ireland, Denmark,
Vietnam, and Spain. I love to learn about new
cultures and ecosystems.!

Become a Volunteer
Volunteers are central to the success
of Quarry Hill Nature Center. As a
non-profit organization, we value the
contributions our volunteers provide
each day to carry out our mission of
“opening eyes and minds to natural science
discovery” .
Last year, 356 volunteers gave their
time and talent in many ways, logging
more than 3153 hours. We could not
maintain the parks resources and carry
out the many programs, classes and
events without the partnership of
great volunteers.

We invite you to become a part of
a great team doing great work!.
Volunteer Saturday
4th Saturday of every month
1:30—3:30 PM
Outdoor projects, gardening, button
making and more: this opportunity is
open to families, groups or individuals
(children under 13 must be accompanied
by and adult). Volunteer one time or
monthly. Sign up at uwolmsted.org or by
calling the nature center. (328-3950)
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General Volunteer Opportunities

Gardener/Outdoor Projects
Weeding, trail maintenance, planting
Pick your own hours, great for families.
Classroom Assistant
Assist teaching staff with school
groups. Adult volunteers must be
available during the school day.
Snowshoe & Ski
Assist the general public with
equipment and basic tips. Weekend
shifts, seasonally.
Special Events & Programs
Assist with preparation, hosting, and
activities at our annual special events
such as Fall Festival, Creatures of the
Night and New Year’s Eve.
Contact Jill Danielsen at 328-3950 or
jidanielsen@qhnc.org with your
interests. Jill will provide training and
work out a schedule that best meets
your needs and ours.

Weed Warriors
May 14, 9:00 am-12:00 noon
Join us in the fight to take back our
parks and our woodlands. Invasive
species like garlic mustard and buck
thorn and threatening to choke out
native plants and wildflowers. The
animal diversity will soon follow! You
can help prevent this. By joining the
weed warrior program you will learn
what the enemies look like and the tools
used to fight them. Along side other
weed warriors you will learn how to use
the tools provided, do reconnaissance
work, and then begin battle. With the
skills to fight invasive species mastered,
you can continue the fight on your own
time and when it is convenient for
you. We need your help. Become a
weed warrior!
No registration
required.
No fee.

Winter? It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
Each year, non-profit
organizations in Rochester
get together for WinterFest…
a two week celebration of all
that’s available to residents in
the winter months. Don’t let
cabin fever get you down!
From the arts to the
outdoors, Rochester has
much to offer all year round.
WinterFest XIV events at Quarry Hill welcome nature and
outdoor recreation enthusiasts. Join us for a “It’s Snow
Crazy,” a family afternoon of snow fun, or for a magical ski
by candlelight. (Details below and right.)
Details of all the WinterFest events and the sponsoring
non-profit organizations can be found at:
www.rochesterwinterfest.com

Cross Country Ski and Snowshoe Rental
Quarry Hill Park has more than 8 miles of groomed ski
trails and over 328 acres to explore on snowshoes.
Classic cross country skis and snowshoes are available
for rent daily.
Skis
up to 4 hours
Adult $7.50/6.00 members
Child $5.00/4.00 members
Snowshoes up to 4 hours
Adult $5.00/4.00 members
Child $3.00/2.50 members
Overnight and weekend rentals available,
inquire for rates.

All rentals are snow dependent.
Call ahead for snow conditions: 328-3950

It’s Snow Crazy!

January 31, 1:30-3:00 pm
Get ready to experience snow like you never have before!
Bring your mittens, for a game of snow bowling. Then we
are making snow candy, because we all love to eat snow.
Just think how good it will be turned into candy. Finally it is
time to snow create. You can color it, shape it, or adorn it
for the birds - whatever you are in the mood for. We’ll
provide the materials and (hopefully) Mother Nature
provides the snow. The fire will be roaring inside and hot
cocoa simmering whenever you need a warm up break!
Bring the whole family for an afternoon of snow fun.
Registration required. Call 328-3950.
$5.00/person

Ski by Candlelight

February 5, 6:00—9:00 pm (Open House)
Celebrate Minnesota’s sparkling season and beautiful winter landscape. Enjoy an
evening skiing by candlelight and the glow of the moon. After a good ski, warm
up in front of the Nature Center’s blazing fireplace or outdoor bonfire while
refueling with cocoa and s’mores. Equipment is available on a first come first
serve basis. All ages are welcome – equipment is available in youth and adult
sizes. Event is dependent on snow and trail conditions.
$10.00/person (equipment rental included)
Valentines Candlelight Ski and Snowshoe
February 12, 7:00—10:00 pm
For ages 21 +
Details on page 5.
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CONNECT WITH US
Phone (507) 328-3950
Fax (507) 287-1345
quarryhill@QHNC.org
www.QHNC.org

Quarry Hill Nature Center
701 Silver Creek Rd. NE
Rochester, MN 55906
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www.facebook.com/
QuarryHillNatureCenter

HOURS (Sep 1-May 31)
Mon.-Sat.: 9-5 p.m.
Sun.: Noon-5 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving and
Dec 24 & 25

Board of Directors
BOB CLINE
President
MICHAEL SADAUSKIS
Vice President
BARB AMES
Treasurer
GEORGE PENOKIE
Secretary
CHRISTOPHER DAVIS KATHY OHM
NORA DOOLEY
LINDY LANGE
MIKE NIGBUR

Staff
PAMELA MEYER
Executive Director
JENNA DAIRE
Naturalist
JILL DANIELSEN
Volunteer/Program Coordinator
KAREN FINN
Office Administrator
LORI FORSTIE
Outreach/Public Relations
NANCY FREESE
Bookkeeper
JEREMY HALE
Teacher / Naturalist
GLENNA MAKOSKY
Teacher / Naturalist
JOE MELMER
Facilities Manager
TRAVIS MEYER
Naturalist
CARRIE NELSON
Naturalist
KIRK PAYNE
Teacher / Naturalist
SAMMIE PETERSON
Naturalist

New Year’s Eve Celebration at
Quarry Hill Nature Center
December 31 from 7:00—10:00 pm
Open to all ages,
this relaxed evening offers:

Ring in the New Year at 10:00 with
a special Quarry Hill tradition!

Live animal encounters, crafts, bingo,
trivia contest, snack buffet and more!
Weather permitting, a variety of outdoor activities
will be available and might include:
Nighttime geocaching, Candlelight ski/snowshoe,
bonfire with s’mores

Pre-registration required. Call 328-3950.
$12/person (immediate family max $48) * $10/members (immediate family max $40)

“Opening Eyes and Minds Through Natural Science Discovery”

